REGILDING THE CRESCENT
care." Such was the policy that he followed to
the last day of his power, and his apologists have
argued that his estimate of the Turkish people
was the true one.
On February 14, 1878, assigning as his reason
the gravity of the situation abroad, he prorogued
Parliament sine die, and his next act was to seize
ten of the most refractory deputies and send
them into exile.
Thus ended the second Parliament of his reign.
He had summoned it under force majeure, just
as he summoned the third thirty years later.
II.   1908-9
The third Parliament of Abd-ul-Hamid II.
was a very different affair. Like the new
Constitution, it was no makeshift of a crafty
tyrant to appease temporary agitation, but it
had come to stay at the bidding of a for once
united nation. It was opened in December 1908,
and an account of this memorable spectacle will be
found in an admirable book, The Awakening of
Turkey, by my friend E. F. Knight, the special
correspondent of the Morning Post.
The new Parliament consisted of 261 deputies,
many of whom, journeying in hard winter
weather from the outposts of the empire, did
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